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COMl\IENTS OF 54 BROADCASTING, INC.

54 Broadcasting, Inc., licensee of K.NVA(TY), Austin, Texas CKNVA"),

submits these Comments requesting that the Conunissiol1111odify the DIY allotment it

proposed for KNVA in its Seventh Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking concerning

the proposed DTY Table of Allotments (the "Proposed DTY Table").! The proposed

modification would enhance KNVA's ability to provide digital service to its community

and would reduce the regulatory steps necessary for the Commission to authorize that

service. without any impact on other allotments or operating Stations.

I. Background

A. KNVA

K.NVA, the CW Network affiliate serving Austin, Texas, is currently

authorized to operate paired DTY Station KNYA-DT pursuant to special temporary

authority pennitting the Station to transmit at 190 kW effective radiated power ("ERP'")

See Advanced Television Systems and Their Impact Upon the Existing Television
Broadcast Service, Seventh Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, MB Docket No. 87
268, FCC 06-150 (reL Oct. 20, 2006) ("Seventh FNPRM").



on Channel 49, using a non-directional antenna.2 The Station's construction pennie

however, pemlits a power of 500 kW ERP, with the use of a directional antenna, which

KNYA requested in order to avoid interference with neighboring station KCEN(TY),

Temple. Texas.3

In preparing to build out its digital facilities and subsequent to the

Commission's issuance ofKNVA's constmction permit, KCEN secured pennission to

change its DTY allotment for the DTY transition from Charmel 50 to Channel 9, which

eliminated the need for KNVA to operate with a directional antenna to avoid interference.

Accordingly, KNVA intended to apply for a modification ofKNVA's construction

pemlit to allow the Station to serve even more viewers using an ERP of 500 kW and a

non-directional antenna. By the time that the Commission issued its Freeze on the Filing

ofCertain TV and DTV Requestsfor Allotment or Service Area Challges,4 however,

KNVA had not yet been able to file such a modification application.

Thus, although KNYA had purchased the omnidirectional antelma

necessary to provide digital service to the broader area available after KCEN's change in

allotment, the DTY freeze prevented it from modifying its constmction permit to allow it

to operate at a maximjzed power of 500 kW ERP on an ommdirectional basis.

KNYA is presently operating under its STA, and it has filed an application

for a construction pemlit modification for the maximum power pernutted by the freeze.
s

2

3

FCC File No. BDSTA-20021030ACM.

FCC File No. BPCDT-19991025ADB.

4 Freeze 011 the Filing ofCertain TV and DTV Requestsfor Allotment or Service
Area Changes, Public Notice, DA 04-2446 (reI. Aug. 3, 2004).

5 FCC File No. BMPCDT-20060623AAC.
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It no\v seeks an allotment in order to operate post-transition at 475 kW ERP on an

omnidirectional basis, a power level that would enable KNVA to provide more viewers

with digital television service while also complying with the 0.1 % interference limit.

B. The Proposed DTV Table

The specifications in the Proposed DTV Table for KNVA are based on the

Station"s construction pem1it facilities - that is, 500 kW ERP using a directional antenna.

As explained in the attached engineering analysis of du Treil, Lundin & Rackley, Inc.,

these certification facilities can be amended in order to pennit non-directional operation

at 475 kW ERP (at the same HAAT, 396 meters). After the Commission concludes the

channel election process and lifts the freeze, and assuming the Commission grants the

requested modification of pennit, KNVA plans to apply to serve this fully maximized

area using equipment that it has already acquired. Rather than undertake to amend again

the DTV Table of Allotments immediately after this proceeding is completed and KNVA

receives authority to serve this maximized area, the Commission should include in the

DTV Table finalized by this proceeding the specifications for the facilities that KNVA

actually plans to operate. Specifically, the Commission should make the following

change to the Proposed DTV Table:

NTSC OTV

Chan Chan IERP I HAAT I Antenna I Latitude I Longitude I Area IPopulation \ % Interference
(kW) (m) 10 (OOMMSS) (OOOMMSS) (sq km) (thousand) Received

FNPRM

Proposed
54

54

49 500

49 475

396 28952

396 73142

301933

301933

974758

974758

26233 1589

28,040 1716

3.2

2.9

II. i\Iodification '''ould Serve The Public Interest

Modifying the Proposed DTV Table now - rather than doing so after the

freeze is lifted - would serve the public interest because it would allow KNVA to provide
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digital television service to a larger population. Expansion of KNVA' s service area to

the extent arising out of KCEN' s change would "promot[e] overall spectrum efficiency

and ensur[e] the best possible service to the public..6 by increasing the availability of

digital service to more Austin-area residents.

Moreover, a modification in this proceeding would facilitate this important

benefit while minimizing regulatory burden. Modifying the Proposed DTV Table at this

stage would permit the Commission, without again amending the DTV Table, to allow

KNVA to transition to full digital service soon after the freeze is lifted or waived. (Of

course, the Commission would still be able to give full consideration to KNVA's

modification application, and no action taken in this proceeding would authorize KNVA

to modify its broadcasting facilities until the Conunission grants that application.)

III. IVlodification '''ould Not Increase Interference

The maximized digital facilities that KNVA plans to operate would not

impennissibly increase interference to any licensee's operation on its tentative chamlel

designation. In issuing the Proposed DTV Table, the Commission proposed to approve a

3.2% interference rate for KNVA's digital operation. Indeed, the facilities described here

would decrease the interference caused to KNVA's operations to 2.9%, and the change

from directional to non-directional operations (with the con'esponding decrease in ERP)

would increase predicted new interference to the operations ofWOAI-DT, San Antonio.

Texas, by only 0.09%. This marginal difference in interference is within the 0.1% level

established as de minimis by the Commission, and justified by the significant expansion

6 FNPRAlaqr 16.
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in KNVA' s ability to serve the public. As the attached analysis by du Treil demonstrates.

no other stations would receive increased levels of interference.

* * *

For the foregoing reasons, 54 Broadcasting, Inc. respectfully requests that

the Commission modify the proposed DTV Table of Allotments to permit it to provide

digital service using an onmidirectional antenna with the facilities as specified herein.

RespeCi/

Barry A. Friedman
THOMPSON HINE LLP

1920 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-1600
(202) 331-8800

Coullsel for 54 Broadcasting. Inc.

January 16,2007
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du Treil, Lundin & Rackley, Inc.
------------ Consulting Engineers

TECHNICAL EXHIBIT
IN SUPPORT OF COMMENTS or

54 BROADCASTING, INC.
MB DOCKET NO. 87-268

This Technical Exhibit was prepared on behalf of 54 Broadcasting, Inc. in

support of comments in MB Docket No. 87-268. This exhibit supports the modification of

the certification for KNVA-DT, Austin. Texas (Channel 49). It is demonstrated herein that

KNVA-DT's certification facility can be modified to reflect a non-directional operation with

an effective radiated power (ERP) of 475 kilowatts and an antenna radiation center height

above average terrain (HAAT) of 396 meters.

KNVA-DT is authoIized by a modification of construction permit (BMPCDT

20060623AAC) for operation on Channel 49, employing a non-directional antenna and

operating with an ERP of 197 kW and an antenna height above average telTain of396 m (613
*m AMSL). The KNVA-DT certified facility specifics operation on Channel 49. employing a

"trilobe" type directional antenna, and a maximum ERP of 500 kW and an HAAT of 396 m

(613 m AMSL).t

It is requested that the Commission modify the proposed Appendix B DTV

Table of Allotment specifications to the following:

NTSC DTV
Facility Sta::e & City Lo~gi::ude Population Percent

ID Chan Chan ERP ?.AAT An:enna Latitude Area IX(kW) (m) 10 (DDMMSS) (DDDMMSS) (sq km) (thousand) Received

14~ TX I AUSTIN 54 49 475 396 73142 301933 0974758 28,040 1,715.770 2.9

Engineering analyses were conducted for both the celtified and proposed

Kl'JVA-DT operations to determine the predicted interference to all other licensee' s

potentially affected tentative channel designations (TCD's). The analyses calculated net new

predicted interference according to the procedures outlined by the FCC in the Second DTV

• See FCC File No. BMPCOT-20060623AAC.
t The Antenna 10 for the certified directional pattern is 28952.



du Treil, LUlldill & Rackley, Illc.
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Periodic Report and Ordert and related Public Notices. The results of the analyses are

summarized as follows:

Analysis of Certified KNVA-DT CII. 49, Austin, TX (500 k\V-DA, 396 m BAAT)

Tentative Channel 48 WSTR-DT Irving, TX
Proposal causes no interference.

Tentative Channel 48 WOAI-DT. San Antonio. TX - Baseline: 1.902,524
Predicted New IX: 8,048, 0.42%:

Tentative Channel 50 KBTX-DT. Bryan. TX
Proposal causes no interference.

Analysis of Proposed KNVA-DT CII. 49, Austin, TX (475 k\V, 396 III lIAAn

Tentative Channel 48 WSTR-DT Irving, TX
Proposal causes no interference.

Tentative Channel 48 WOAl-DT, San Antonio, TX - Baseline: 1,902,524
Predicted New IX; 9,784,0.51%:

Tentative Channel 50 KBTX-DT, Bryan, TX
Proposal causes no interference.

Based on the above, the proposed new certified facility for KNVA-DT would

comply with the FCC 0.1 % interference requirement. The proposal would not cause more

than 0.1% interference above the interference predicted to be caused by KNVA-Dr s certified

operation.

There is no significant additional interference that would be received by the

KNVA-DT proposed certified facility. However, to the extent that additional interference

would be caused to the KNVA-DT proposed new certified facility by other licensee' s TCD's.

this is hereby accepted.

: Second Periodic Review oflhe COli/mission's Rilles ami Policies Affecting the Conversion 10 Digital
Television. rvrn Docket No. 03-15. Report and Order, 19 FCC Rcd 18279. 18281 (2004).
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Based on the foregoing, the FCC is respectfully requested to change the

KNVA-DT specified allotment facility as described herein.

Qt~'"<~... ,~)lZ~71(;:(,.Ci_/Wr:~
( ..)

Jerome 1. Manarchuck

du Treil, Lundin & Rackley. Inc.
20 I Fletcher Ave.
Sarasota, Florida 34237

January 9,2007


